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On getting a glimpse of glory. Mark 9.2-9 

 

I had a wonderful summer break this year, made possible by the fact that having had hip replacement 

surgery I was able to get back into one of my favourite activities tramping, after an absence of 4 years. So 

I was able to tick off one of the things on my bucket list, and do the Rees and Dart and we group of 

geriatrics were even all in good enough condition to do plan A, the additional day climb up Cascade 

Saddle. Having worked our way for nearly 3 hours up the valley to the face of the Dart Glacier, we then 

began the steep climb up to the saddle. After about 90 minutes we reached a nice level ledge and looking 

back were just spectacular views up the glacier and ice fall to Maori Peak?  Then another 30 minutes or so 

and we were on the Saddle and the most spectacular views down a sheer drop to the Matukituki Valley, 

across to Mt Avalance and over in the distance Mt Aspiring. It was stunning – a whole new perspective. 

That is why I love tramping and climbing – you gain a new perspective – the world is transformed before 

you. You see what you have never seen before.  

 

Years ago before the advent of travel by air, we can only imagine what such views meant to people. Up 

here in the heights one gets a perspective unavailable down in the valley. The whole world looks 

different. Little wonder then that in the Bible mountains are places of revelation. Moses had to go up on 

the mountain to get close to God, to learn more about God’s ways. In today’s passage in Mark’s gospel 

Jesus leads his closest disciples up a mountain to reveal to them who he really was. 

 

This episode is a significant climax in Mark’s story of Jesus and marks a turning point in his account. 

Closely linked in with what happened before it, Peter’s great confession, in 8.29. Still seeking to answer 

the question that Jesus raised with disciples. “Who am I” Question first half of gospel concerned with, 

and then what does it mean to follow him in light of that, second half. Notice as soon as Peter recognises 

Jesus as “The Messiah” or Christ Jesus immediately begins to talk about fact he has to suffer and die. 

Basic idea of Messiah existed among first century Jews was of some kind of military king who would 

lead an all conquering army against Rome, free people and establish rule of God. Kind of Messiah Jesus 

came to be not like that at all, going to free people all right but not that way, but by suffering and giving 

up his life for their sake. Then immediately having stated that goes on to begin to answer the question rest 

of gospel concerned about, what does it mean to follow that kind of Messiah. Means as spells out 

immediately not triumphal march to glory, but being willing to take up own cross and suffer as follow 

him  

 

Without understanding that basic framework never understand what happens when get up the mountain. 

Jesus was transfigured and his clothing began to glow dazzling white such as no one on earth could 

bleach them. Mark struggling to use language to tell us what happening not an earthly occurrence – from 

another world. Here for a brief moment the veil of Jesus humanity was lifted, and his true essence was 

allowed to shine through. The glory that was always in the depth of his being, but remained hidden, rose 

to the surface. It was both a glance backward to the glory he gave up to come to earth and a look forward 

to the glory he would again share in after his resurrection.  

 

Then to up the ante as Jesus stood radiating light, two other figures Elijah with Moses who were talking 

with Jesus. Why Moses and Elijah? Why not Isaiah and Daniel, or Joseph and Jeremiah? Are several 

reasons 

 Both men had previously conversed with God on mountain tops and had both been shown his glory 

 Both were expected to return again at the end of the age.  

 Finally Moses was the great lawgiver and Elijah the great prophet, and so standing together 

representing the law and the prophets they summed up the whole OT. 

So that these two have come to converse with Jesus indicates he is indeed the culmination of the OT 

witness and the one through whom God’s promises and purposes will be fulfilled. 
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What a moment in time. If ever there was a time for silence and wonder this was it. But Peter obviously 

an extrovert – did his thinking out loud - and so he blurts out Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us 

make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.  Someone has said are two kinds 

of speakers – “those who have something to say and those who have to say something.” And Peter the 

latter kind. Mark’s little editorial comment, he did not know what to say – but just incapable of silence 

so blurted out first thing came into head.   

 

What on earth was Peter trying to do? Perhaps he wants to build a shrine in order to fix this moment 

forever, to nail it down so he can continue to bask in the glory of it. Didn’t want it to fade away. Maybe? 

But something a bit deeper. See Peter understood a bit. Knew now that Jesus was the Messiah. Meant 

Jesus would bring in the end of the age, the kingdom. Knew too that when that happened would see glory, 

the glory of God. Knew too that Moses and Elijah coming again associated with the end of the age. So 

appears that Peter thought this is it – the kingdom has arrived. The reign of God, the establishment of 

righteousness and peace and glory is here – so let’s settle down and establish it permanently now. 

 

Again he showing that he didn’t understand the nature of Jesus Messiahship. Didn’t understand that 

before the glory was the suffering, that for God’s kingdom to be established it was necessary for God’s 

Messiah to go to Jerusalem and be rejected and suffer and die. Only the other side of the cross was the 

glory of the kingdom. There was no short cut to glory. Peter again showing the same stubborn 

misunderstanding he had shown earlier when after Jesus had told them that as Messiah he had first to 

suffer and die, Peter had told Jesus there was no way he was going to let that happen. God’s kingdom, the 

coming of Messiah, the liberation of God’s people it’s about victory and triumph and glory – not about 

rejection and suffering and death. And all the way through the next few chapters the disciples continue to 

show this basic misunderstanding – they just don’t get it! – and often neither do we.  

 

Again Peter has to be corrected. This time though it is not Jesus who does the correcting, but God joins in 

the action. Before a reply can be given a cloud envelops the 3. Now undoubtedly the presence of the 

cloud would recall the Shekinah presence of God in the cloud in the Exodus – indeed exodus symbols and 

parallels run all through this story. So the disciples further filled with fear, but the midst of the cloud God 

speaks out – sort of like a political endorsement from the highest authority for Jesus. Says two things  

 This is my Son, the Beloved. On top of the newly recognised identity of Messiah, this further 

identifies Jesus as the Son of God. The disciples previously not had any kind of information like this. 

When God declared Jesus to be his Son at his baptism, God said to have spoken to Jesus “You are my 

Son”. Contrast to this scene where disciples addressed. If you are still wrestling with who this Jesus is 

this is it – he is the Messiah, the Son of God. So therefore God says 

 

 Listen to him. In other words Peter shut up, stop talking and start listening. Interesting thing is Jesus 

hasn’t said anything. As said at beginning can’t understand this scene without understanding what 

gone before. What Jesus been talking about.  

 That as Messiah he is not the kind of Messiah who is going to lead a triumphal victory parade to 

liberate Israel from the of Romans but rather his destiny is to suffer and die before rising again.  

 And second as a consequence following that kind of Messiah is going to mean being willing to 

embrace suffering and rejection and hardship yourself.  

  

Athol Gill. Jesus has remained silent throughout the entire story! God has already spoken in Jesus and 

the revelation has been made plain. If they wish to follow him they must do so by way of the cross. There 

is nothing more to be said. To those who will not hear the words of Jesus about death and discipleship, 

nothing more can be said. Nothing more will be said! They will be left in silence, the awful silence of a 

God who has nothing more to say. When we do not like what Jesus has said we frequently wait for 

another word from him, a different word, an easier word. The divine voice assures us that no other word 
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will come. The divine Son has spoken. He has pointed the way to God in the suffering Son of Man and in 

the call to take up the cross and follow him. It only remains for us to decide if we will accept the way of 

God or turn aside to human ways.  

 

Then the cloud lifts and the disciples find that there was no one with them any more but only Jesus. 

Moses and Elijah had disappeared and only Jesus standing there all alone. Peter had wanted to build 3 

shrines – one for each of them. Sort of saying Moses, Elijah, Jesus all on the same level. Now God is 

saying there is no need for 3 shrines, they need only listen to one voice: Jesus. Implications of this pretty 

clear. Are many great heroes walk through pages of OT, but none more illustrious than Moses or Elijah. 

Yet in the face of the presence of Jesus they are mere witnesses. No one occupies a place alongside Jesus 

– he stands alone, he is unique. It is Jesus to whom you need to listen. The law and the prophets were an 

incomplete and partial statement of God’s purposes, Jesus is the final statement, the completion. The 

writer to the Hebrews put it perfectly. In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at 

many times and in various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son. Given who he 

is everything depends on listening to him 

 

And the final thing we read in this story as they were coming down the mountain Jesus ordered them to 

tell no one about what they had seen until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. Why? You 

see the same reason he told them not to tell anyone after Peter had identified him as the Messiah. Neither 

they nor anyone else understood what kind of Messiah he was going to be. If they went rushing round 

telling everyone, would try and do what told in Johns gospel the crowds tried to do, take him to Jerusalem 

and make him king now. Jesus trying to tell them again and again he not that kind of Messiah – and it was 

only after his death and resurrection they would understand it. This is crucial not just for them – but for 

us. It is only in the light of the cross and resurrection of Jesus that we can even begin to understand what 

kind of Messiah, what kind of Christ, the Son of God is. The crucified Messiah, whose greatest act of 

liberation was hanging on a cross outside Jerusalem. 

 

3 reflections from this leave with you.  

1. Listening to Jesus. Peter wanted to rush off and do something – build some shrines. And God says just 

listen. We live in a very activist culture where gain our esteem and worth by what we do and so we all 

rushing around doing more and more and more, working longer and longer hours. And most of our church 

life in west also very activist – feel show we good Christians by rushing around doing – and the more we 

doing the better we are. And often God is wanting to say just stop – and listen. I’ve been enormously 

guilty of that in my Christian life. But older I’ve got more I’ve realised I need to just stop and listen to 

Jesus because often in the past I’ve been so concerned with doing, like Peter I haven’t heard what Jesus 

trying to say. So as I’ve got older tried to slow down, take time to “smell the coffee” or “the roses” – and 

in doing so found I’m able to hear the voice of Jesus much more readily.  

 

2. The way to glory is through suffering. Most of us like Peter would much rather stay up on the mountain 

basking permanently in the glory. But Jesus came down off the mountain into the valley, and carried on 

his journey heading all the time south toward Jerusalem – the place of his suffering. The disciples towing 

along behind him, slowly learning what it meant to pick up their cross and follow him. The road to glory 

lay through suffering, there was no crown without a cross. As it was for Jesus so it must be for those who 

seek to follow .  

 

Again I think this is a real issue for the church in western countries like us. We don’t like suffering. We 

think we can control or banish it. We like to worship power and victory and glory – just look at how we 

react when the AllBlacks suffer defeat. And so we fashion a Jesus in our own image – a powerful glorious 

superman who will come to our aid and ensure we move from one glorious triumph to another. And we 

forget about the way of the cross and that Jesus greatest triumph was to suffer and lay down his life for us 

that we might live, and he calls us also to suffer and lay down our lives that others may live. Following 
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Jesus isn’t all living on the mountain top in glory – most of it is a costly journey in the valley of 

discipleship – and the glory comes at the end. That is God’s pattern, and for me it has been the hardest, 

sometimes painful, lesson about following Jesus I have had to learn.  

 

3. Glimpses of glory to sustain us on the journey. Why did God give to Peter, James and John this glimpse 

of the future glory of Jesus and the brilliance of the kingdom. Why did he take them onto the mountain 

top only to later take them back down into the valley and on the long hard journey to Jerusalem. Peter and 

John after Jesus was gone were to suffer much for the sake of following Jesus. Peter to eventually be 

executed for his faith. John to live his last days in exile, alone. What sustained them through the many 

difficulties that lay ahead. John was to write in his gospel. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one 

and only who came from the Father. Peter was to write in one of his letters We were eye witnesses of 

his majesty. For he received honour and glory from God  the Father when the voice came to him 

from the Majestic Glory saying “This is my Son whom I love… We ourselves heard this voice that 

came from heaven when we were with him on the sacred mountain. This is what sustained them in the 

hard days that lay ahead. They had been given a glimpse of the glory that would be theirs in the future and 

the mountaintop experience was one of the things that kept them going when things were darker and 

gloomier in their life of discipleship.  

 

And it’s the same for us, God sometimes gives us mountaintop experiences, glimpses of glory – to 

encourage us on the journey, to keep us moving on in the difficulties of the present knowing what lies 

ahead. The trouble is we think like Peter did in the midst of the experience that this is what God wants us 

to experience all the time. It’s not. In his grace it’s a glimpse of his glory to sustain us on the way.  

For me one of the most inspirational Christian figures of all was Martin Luther King, whose preaching 

moved not just church people but a whole nation. But King suffered enormously for the sake of following 

Jesus. Imprisoned, reviled, stabbed, his house bombed and in the end murdered. What sustained him 

through all the difficult years. In a kind of erie way, as if like Jesus he knew his time had come, he 

preached his last sermon in Memphis the night before he was shot. This is what he said. 

 

Well I don’t know what will happen now. But it really doesn’t matter with me now. Because I’ve  been to 

the mountaintop. I won’t mind. Like anybody I would like to live a long life. Longevity has its place. But 

I’m not concerned about that now. I just want to do God’s will. And he’s allowed me to go up to the 

mountain. And I’ve looked over and I’ve seen the promised land. I may not get there with you but I want 

you to know that as a people we will get to the promised land. So I’m happy tonight. I’m not worried 

about any man. Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord. 

 

That’s what sustained King. He had had a glimpse of glory, been on the mountaintop. It’s what helped 

sustain the disciples. Even for Jesus it was a wonderfully affirming experience as he set out on the hard 

and costly journey to the cross. But for all of them they knew it was not where they were to stay. And 

likewise for us. This side of glory God never intended for all our life to be mountaintop experiences. God 

gives them to us help us on the way as picking up our cross we set out on the costly journey of following 

Jesus in a world that would like to hang him on a cross and get rid of him just as much as it did then.  

 


