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Hebrew 1.1-4 

Jesus the Last Word and the First 
 

The focus of our Lenten study for this week is “Jesus the centre point of history” and the first few 

verses of the letter of Hebrews is a wonderfully rich introduction which tells us so much about why 

this claim can be made, that Jesus is our best window into understanding what God is like and what 

God is on about. Jesus is God’s first word as well as God’s last and we understand that because of 

how God communicated through Jesus in the middle of time. 

 

Our text begins by telling us that God spoke, and that in itself tells us a lot. God is pictured not as a 

silent and distant force, impassively regulating the universe but rather as a talker: as one who has been 

speaking, arguing, pleading, wooing, commanding, telling stories, conversing and generally spinning 

words across the gap between heaven and earth since the beginning of time. And this tells us a great 

deal about what is distinctive about the Christian faith in comparison with other faiths.  

 

That Christianity is far more than mere recognition or discovery of the divine, it is an event, an act of 

God toward humanity. It is not initially what we do to find and to name God, but what God does 

towards us to seek and to save and to restore all creation. That it is not primarily the discovery of 

some grand design stealthily concealed in the patterns of nature or the course of human history, 

awaiting some moment of illumination or brilliance for us to see it. It is a shout in the street crying 

good news we could not have anticipated, news that God is at work in all of creation, providing and 

saving, reconciling and judging, nurturing and healing. God speaks. 

 

But of course it is hopeless speaking into the silence. Ever felt like that. Talking but nobody 

listening……!!!!!! [preaching!!!!]. Every talker needs a conversation partner, someone to listen and 

speak in return, and God’s conversationalists have been in particular our ancestors, that is the people 

of Israel. There is a reciprocal relationship between God and the people of God. God is a relational 

God, who desires relationship, and it is by being spoken to by God and gathered up into conversation 

with God that they are made God’s people in the first place.  God spoke to Abraham and Sarah, and 

then to Moses, and through Moses to all of Israel. And so the writer of this letter, understanding 

profoundly the whole of the OT knows that to be God’s people is not primarily about being given 

secret illumination, insider knowledge or mystical enlightenment, but rather to be drawn into a life 

changing conversation. This God is One who speaks and the people of this God are those who have 

ears to hear and act in response. This is the question we always need to ask as God’s people. What is 

God saying to us. Question I ask when come to prepare a message for Sunday. What is it God wants 

to say to this people this day.. 

 

A couple of things about how God speaks. 

In many times – or literally fragments. God’s speech is not an unbroken chatter like an all night radio 

talk show filling in the silence, but episodes, times of speech, punctuated by seasons of silence. In W 

H Auden’s poem, Victor, Victor has been betrayed by his wife, and in his distress and grief flees to 

his home, and he walks out on to the street past the rubbish dump to the towns edge, and stands there 

weeping and sorrowing.  

Victor looks up at the sunset as he stood there all alone;  

Cried: “Are you in Heaven Father?” But the sky said “Address not known?” 

 

And that been the experience of all of God’s people down through the ages, and doubtless of all of us 

here today – are times when we desperate for God to speak and all we hear in the words of Simon and 

Garfunkel are the sounds of silence. But it is also the experience of God’s people that out of the 

silence at the right time God does speak, and speaks in guiding, healing, strengthening ways 

 

Biography of Martin Luther King tells of one such time. Middle of the Montgomery bus boycott, 

event that began the civil rights movement in the US and propelled King to leadership. King facing a 

crisis of confidence. Negotiations going no where, resistance from white community getting stronger, 
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had received over 40 phone calls threatening his life and his family. Late one night returned home to 

receive yet another call telling him to leave town if wanted to live. Unable to sleep he sat at the 

kitchen table and in the midst of it something told him he could no longer call on anyone for help but 

God. So he prayed confessing his weakness and loss of courage, and at that moment he heard a voice 

saying to him “Martin Luther stand up for righteousness. Stand up for justice. Stand up for truth. And 

lo I will be with you, even to the end of the world.” It was he realised the voice of Jesus, speaking a 

word of promise and reassurance, a word of comfort and strength. 

 

And secondly in various ways. And find this through prophets and in the OT. Sometimes through the 

spoken words of the prophets, at other times through their actions. Sometimes through dreams or 

visions or quiet inner voices. And yet at other times through political movments or a pillar of fire or 

the magnificence of God’s creation. God speaks to us in many and varied ways and we need to be 

discerning to discover where the voice of God can be heard as well as when. 

 

Then in v2 come to one of the most significant words God ever speaks - but. Whenever we hear the 

word but in reading bible or listening to sermon (and need to remember that Hebrews is not actually 

so much a written letter as a collection of a series of spoken sermons), the but is a hammer blow 

demolishing whatever stands before it in favour of what is about to come, a trumpet heralding the 

appearance of something quite new, radically different. 

 

My NT lecturer used to say “but” is the gospel. 

 In Gen 7 flood water rising higher and higher every verse, destruction everywhere, whole world 

going to be wiped out, and ch 8 begins but… but God remembered Noah … and rain stops and 

waters start to go in reverse direction, 

 In Matt 5, passage looked at last week in Lenten studies, when Jesus announces you have heard 

that it was said and then what the rabbi called the 3 most important words in the NT, but I say. 

A word that is totally new that changes everything that has gone before is now being spoken.  

 Beginning of Romans, first 3 chapters everybody condemned by God, Jews and Gentiles, fail to 

be what God desires, 3.20 no one will be declared righteous. But then next v, But…. But now a 

righteousness apart from God… has been made known.   
 

And here Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in various ways… BUT in these last days he has 

spoken to us by his Son, who is of course Jesus. A new fresh form of God’s word to us has broken 

across our world and our lives, a word which supersedes and changes everything which is gone 

before, a word by which we must evaluate every other word we hear. And so this forms the basic axis 

of the whole argument for the rest of this letter, which carries the theme in a variety of ways of the 

distinction between the ways that God spoke to former generations and the definitive, climactic and 

decisive word now spoken by which we are called to live. In other to be as John Pritchard puts it 

Living Jesus, who is God’s new and decisive word to us. 

 

Pritchard titles the chapter for this weeks study ‘Jesus the centre point of history’, and the next verse, 

v3 tells us why. God the writer tells us has appointed Jesus heir of all things – in other words he is 

the one to whom all things are headed at the end of time – and he is also the one through whom he 

made the universe – in other words he was there at the beginning of time to start all things off. Jesus 

the first and the last as one of the hymns puts it, or the alpha and omega as it is put elsewhere. 

 

The point is that God’s new word in Jesus the breaking in of God’s victorious reign into the world, the 

decisive intervention of God into human affairs that will determine where all the grinding cycles of 

history are going to finish. There is reference again in the study as to how the event of Jesus changed 

the understanding of history for those who embraced it from the dominant views of endless cycles of 

time, still found in many cultures, history merely repeating itself, to history and time going 

somewhere, having a goal, an endpoint. Time will not be forever, it has a beginning and will have an 

end. And that ending has been determined by God’s decisive action in Jesus, and above all in his 
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death and resurrection, referred to in v. 4 after he had provided purification for sins – the cross – 

he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven – his resurrection and ascension.  

 

The best way I have found of expressing this view of Jesus as the centrepoint of history was 

developed by a German theologian, Oscar Cullman, after WWII, in a book called Christ and Time.  

While I was recovering from surgery last year one of the things I did was read the wonderful book on 

D Day by Anthony Beaver, and Cullman, used the importance of D Day in the outcome of WW II to 

illustrate this point. In this long war the decisive battle took place on the beaches of Normandy on D 

Day. From that time on Germany was a defeated power. Sure there were still some minor battles to 

take place, but the outcome was determined. VE day was going to come. And so for us the decisive 

battle has been fought and won by Christ, on Good Friday and Easter Sunday some 2000 years ago, 

when he took the worst that the forces of us evil could throw at him and triumphed over them. Sure 

we are still be engaged in battles, sure the flow of history might appear to go this way and then that, 

but the final outcome is guaranteed, all the powers opposed to God will one day kneel at the feet of 

the one who has inherited the name we are told in v4, the one who has the name “Lord Jesus Christ.”  

 

One final thing to pull out of this passage about this Jesus who is the centre point of history, is that the 

writer tells us he is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being.  

 

There was once a man from a small southern rural town whose father died when the man was an 

infant. While other boys would work on the farm, or go fishing, or go to the rugby with their dads, 

this man had no father, not even memories. As he grew older, he became obsessed by the need to 

know something, anything about his father. Whenever he met anyone who may have known his father 

he would desperately ask “What can you tell me about my father?” He spent his lifetime piecing 

shards of recollection, pieces of anecdotes, trying to get a picture of the person who was his father.  

 

In a much deeper sense the writer knows we all hunger to know God who is imaged to us in scripture 

as father, but we also need to remember is seen also in scripture as our mother – and we could have 

told the story about someone who never knew their mother. And as human beings we are all on a 

desperate search about our heritage, intimate knowledge of the one who gave us birth. And all 

spiritual quests, and I believe every human person is on a spiritual quest, all are in their own way 

attempts to ask what can you tell about my father, my mother, the one who put me on this earth. What 

do you know? What do you remember?  

 

The answer of Hebrews is that when we have seen the Son, we have seen the Father. Or as John 

Calvin put it in the language of his time “The Father, however infinite, became finite in the Son… He 

shows himself only in the Son – as though he says ‘Here I am. Contemplate me’.” And this is why 

Jesus is at the centre point not only of history but of our faith and of our lives. Do we want to know 

what God is like. Look at Jesus, God’s living word to us – he is the radiance of God’s glory, God’s 

exact representation. Do we want to know how we should live as God’s people today in God’s 

world – not as God’s ancient people once upon a time, our ancestors – but God’s people today. Then 

look at Jesus, study Jesus, contemplate Jesus – then as we get to know Jesus we will begin to be living 

Jesus, and we too like him will begin to reflect something of God’s radiance, God’s beauty, God’s 

glory in this world as Jesus did then. And this of course is what we are called to be as the body of 

Christ. To be Jesus in our communities and in our neighbourhoods that through us they also mind see 

God and hear God’s voice.    

 

   


